ACT I                             C^ESARSWIFE                                  2.1

VIOLET: That'll be very soon. The Khedive's mother has
asked me to go and see her at half-past three. I'll get the
list now, shall I? I don't think I'll wait for Christina. If
she wants to see you on business I dare say she'd rather I
wasn't there.

ARTHUR: Very well.

VIOLET: [To RONNY.] Will you come here when you're

ready?
RONNY: Certainly.

\She goes out.

ARTHUR: Have you finished that report yet?
RONNY: Not quite, sir. It will be ready in ten minutes,
ARTHUR: Put it on my desk.
RONNY: All right, sir.

[Ex//. ARTHUR and ANNE are left alone. He looks at

her reflectively*

ARTHUR: Violet is very sensitive to anything that might be
considered a slight.

ANNE: It's very natural, isn't it? A high-spirited girl.

ARTHUR: She likes me to tell her my arrangements. It gives
her a little feeling of importance to know things before
other people.

ANNE: Oh, of course. I quite understand. I should do the
same in her place.

ARTHUR: I ought to have remembered and told her that
Ronny was going. She was just a little vexed because she
thought I'd been fixing things up behind her back.

ANNE: Yes, I know. It would naturally put her out for a
moment to learn on a sudden that one of the persons
she'd been thrown m contact with was going away.

ARTHUR: [With a twinkle in bis eje.] I'm wondering if I must
blame you for the loss of an excellent secretary.

ANNE: Me?